
Today begins Global Days of Action to Close Bases. 
Why close military bases? 

 
Thousands of military bases, both foreign and domestic, around the 
world are a critical piece of the war machine that must be 
dismantled. The U.S. alone has 877 known bases in 95 countries 
costing us $80 billion a year. U.S. bases in Latin America and the 
Caribbean have been used to attack Venezuela. Iran is bordered by 
seven nations with U.S. bases. The nations to the south and east 
of China are packed with U.S. bases, as are Europe and Israel. 
Also, there is the threat to take over Greenland to build more bases 
there. Africa has foreign bases from several empires. Russia is 
making more use of its bases in Belarus. 
 
Consequently, closing bases is a necessary step to shift the global 
security paradigm from military might towards a demilitarized 
approach that grounds common security in providing for people’s 
real needs like health care, clean water, nutritious food, and safe 
shelter. Furthermore: 
 

• Bases often perpetuate colonialism. From Panama to 
Guam to Puerto Rico to Okinawa to dozens of other 
locations across the world, militaries have taken valuable 
land from local populations, often pushing out Indigenous 
people in the process, without their consent and without 
reparations. 

• Bases cost an exorbitant amount of $$. As noted above, the 
cost of U.S. foreign military bases alone is estimated at $80 
billion a year. 

• Bases exacerbate environmental damage and the climate 
crisis. Military emissions are exempted from climate 
agreements. The construction of bases has caused 
irreparable ecological damage, such as the destruction of 
coral reefs and the environment for endangered species. 
Furthermore, it is well documented that military bases leach 
toxic so-called “forever chemicals” (PFAS/PFOS) into local 
water supplies, devastating health in nearby communities. 

• Bases can have violent and harmful impacts on local 
communities. Militaries have a notorious legacy of sexual 
violence. Bases can also bring a rise in property taxes and 
inflation in areas surrounding them. 

 

 
 

• Bases heighten tensions and provoke war-making. The 
presence of hundreds of thousands of troops, massive 
arsenals, and thousands of aircraft, tanks, and ships in 
every corner of the globe facilitates war-making and 
promotes an arms race. Additionally, bases make locations 
into targets for attack. And foreign bases implicate countries 
in the crimes of foreign militaries. 

 
We are demanding the closure of ALL MILITARY BASES 
worldwide because no one is safe until all are safe. We gather 
here at this Recruiting Center as the first stop along the way to 
populating military bases across the globe. We are calling for the 
conversion of this site to one that promotes peaceful uses, not more 
warriors to fight and die in more wars. 
 
We appeal to all to reach out to your members of Congress, 
Senators and House Representatives alike, as well as the 
President, to take action to close U.S. military bases overseas and 
at home. 
 
When contacting your Congress people and the President, share 
the five reasons presented above. If you think maintaining 800+ 
military bases in 95 countries is also unacceptable, be sure to 
mention that as well. If there is a sincere desire to cut U.S. 
expenditures and the U.S. deficit, point out that closing bases would 
provide a huge savings while not depriving people of vital human 
services. 
 
Contact: 
The President, 202-456-111, president@whitehouse.gov 
Your Senators, 202-224-3121, www.senate.gov 
Your Representative, 202-224-3121, www.house.gov 
 
Also, share this information with family, friends, co-workers, 
classmates, neighbors, members of your faith community, and any 
others you know. 
 

Information provided by https://worldbeyondwar.org/closebases/ 
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